
Bible Reading Plan
Luke 13:18 - 15:32
Day 1 |  Luke 13:18-35
Day 2 | Luke 14:1-14
Day 3 | Luke 14:15-35
Day 4 | Luke 15:1-10
Day 5 | Luke 15:11-32

 During this trimester we are focusing on the concept of Hospitality.  Much of the 
ministry of Jesus occurred in homes and around tables. We, as His body/His Church, need 
to follow his lead and create space for those around us, showing them God’s love by treating 
them as guests in our homes, as people valued by God and deeply loved by us. 
 This week, we began our second series “The Hospitable Leader: How to Lead in 
Inhospitable Places,” where we will learn about leadership through the lens of hospitality. 

Luke 14:1-14 (NIV)

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being 
carefully watched. 2 There in front of him was a man suffering from abnormal swelling of his 
body. 3 Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or 
not?” 4 But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on 
his way. 5 Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the 
Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?” 6 And they had nothing to say. 7 When 
he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: 
8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person 
more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you 
will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take 
the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when 
your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be 
honored in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12 Then Jesus said to his host, 
“When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your 
relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 
13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you 
will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.”

Excerpt from “A Meal With Jesus” (p. 79)

“All the themes we have met so far are again present in this meal. We see again God’s grace 
to us. We’re the poor, the blind, the crippled, and the lame, urged inside to join God’s great 
banquet. We are: 
 
• the spiritually poor – with nothing to offer for our salvation; 
• the spiritually crippled – made powerless by sin; 
• the spiritually blind – unable to see the truth about Jesus;  
• the spiritually lame – unable to come to God on our own. 
 
Extending Leviticus 21:17-23, most Jewish authorities said no one who was blind, crippled, or 
lame could enter the temple. How amazing it was, then, that after Jesus cleansed the 
temple, ‘the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them’ (Matt. 21:14)”

Our Greatest Treasure 
 
 We have been invited to the table and thus a relationship with the creator and king 
of the universe. Though we are spiritually poor, crippled and blind, God has extended an 
invitation to an eternal relationship with him. There is no greater or clearer picture of 
hospitality. We have been given the greatest gift that has ever and will ever exist and it will 
never wear out or fade away. It is eternal. Take some time this week to meditate on these 
amazing truths and to thank God for them.  
 Consider, also, that you have the privilege to extend hospitality and while doing so 
to share this incredible news with others. Many around you do not know God. They may not 
even know that they can know him. Consider inviting them to a meal to show them God’s love. 
Consider sharing the good news of Jesus with them.  
 

Prayer for the week 
 
Heavenly Father, I thank you with all my heart for inviting me to your table, to a 
relationship with you that will last forever. Continue to open my eyes to this amazing gift. May 
it become my most cherished treasure and a delight to share with others. Give me wisdom 
regarding who to share with, when to share, and how to make it clear for them. I praise you for 
your amazing grace and pray these things in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Visit tlcc.org/hospitality-devotional to access additional resources including an electronic version 
of this plan. You can also sign-up to receive this plan via email each week.
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